
 

Project Brief  
Breakout Youth at God’s House Tower  

Introduction 
At ‘a space’ arts we strive to provide opportunities for emerging artists to make new work 
and develop their careers, along with supporting audiences to engage and learn from high 
quality artistic experiences. We achieve this through a growing project portfolio, currently 
consisting of the Arches Studios, Tower House Studios, Public Art Projects, RIPE, Talent 
Development and God’s House Tower. God’s House Tower is ‘a space’ arts’ most 
ambitious project to date. Through inventive reimagining of the stories of Southampton’s 
past GHT’s programme aims to share and celebrate our local heritage. 

God’s House Tower (GHT) opened to the public in September 2019 with an ambitious 
programme of exhibitions and events. With the closure of GHT in March and the ongoing 
impact of COVID 19 we have radically reviewed our core aims and activities. With funding 
from National Lottery Heritage Fund we are now reshaping our programme to carve out a 
new role for GHT in Southampton which responds to the needs of more local and more 
diverse audiences. 

GHT’s aims are to engage a more diverse audience in culture and heritage, opening up 
GHT and its stories for more people to discover and find a personal connection with. 
Through our revised activity plan we aim to:  
- Programme relevant and thought provoking projects which open up conversations and 

stories for those who don’t yet know of Southampton’s history or have faced barriers 
accessing local heritage and culture  

- To develop skillsets and empower communities to be creators and researchers and to 
develop a lifelong interest in arts and culture  

- To diversify Southampton’s creative community and create role models who will 
develop this work and inspire a new generation of diverse artists reflective of the 
diversity in the city 

http://aspacearts.org.uk/studios/arches-studios
http://aspacearts.org.uk/studios/tower-house
http://aspacearts.org.uk/public-art
http://aspacearts.org.uk/events/ripe-tomatoes
http://aspacearts.org.uk/gods-house-tower
http://godshousetower.org.uk/


About Breakout Youth 
Breakout Youth is an independent charity based in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. They 
offer a confidential support service for young people aged 11 to 21, who are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, questioning or unsure of their sexuality or gender identity. 

Breakout Youth provides a network for a group of likeminded young people to socialise 
safely. They also provide help and support with feelings of isolation or confusion. Breakout 
Youth runs confidential youth groups based in Southampton, Basingstoke, the New Forest 
and the Isle of Wight. 

Breakout Youth and GHT Project Aims 
God’s House Tower has teamed up with Breakout Youth to provide a new and stimulating 
programme of activity to support the work of Breakout Youth, develop creative skills and 
develop lasting connections between its members and the wider arts community. 

After consultation with the group the aims of this project are: 
- To provide a new and stimulating experience for participants to develop new skills  
- To introduce young people to artists living and working in the city  
- To support the ongoing work of Breakout Youth - we want to encourage and empower 

young people to find their voice and be part of a collaborative project to make them feel 
more connected to their peers and the creative community in their area.   

- Improve young people’s wellbeing, allowing them to contribute to a project bringing 
them closer to the people around them   

- To improve young people’s creative skills 
- Explore relevant contemporary histories of LGBTQIA+ people and events in their area 
- Demonstrate GHT as a venue which is relevant to them, accepting and welcoming.  

You will be working with mixed groups of participants from Southampton, Basingstoke, 
New Milton, Marchwood and the Isle of Wight. Online and onsite delivery of projects will 
be required.  

Project Timeframe and Delivery  
Breakout Youth’s work covers a large part of the South coast, so we are planning to 
deliver all activity in two groups with participants from mixed areas. Both groups will meet 
monthly between March 2021 to June 2021 (final dates to be decided). We hope to bring 
both groups together for a sharing event, exhibition or performance as part of the 
nationwide Pride celebrations in June. The total sessions delivered will be 8 sessions plus 
the project culmination event.  

Delivery will be a mix of online and onsite activities. All activity should be mindful of the 
current restrictions imposed by COVID-19 and activities should be ‘covid-proofed’ and 
should have an option to be delivered safely in person or online.  



Outcomes 
Through this project we wish to evaluate the success of the project by the following 
outcomes: 
- Participants feel more connected to each other and the local arts community  
- We will have offered a safe space for under represented groups to meet 
- People will have had the opportunity to take part in activities which make them feel 

more connected to others.  
- Under represented Heritage Participants have learnt more about histories relevant to 

them and heritage will be better identified and understood  

Activity and Project 
We are accepting project proposal from artists and facilitators from a range of disciplines. 
Proposals should demonstrate: 
- Deliverable and engaging activities which will make the group feel more connected to 

each other and develop their creative skills  
- A structured plan for a series of sessions, developing work and growing ideas 
- Room for co-creation and development with the participants  
- Ability to create a tangible outcome for a sharing event in GHT 
- Relevance to the group in the context of LGBTQIA+ history or stories  

Fee 
The total fee for this project is £1,450 including preparation and planning time with an 
additional £400 for materials.  

Proposals 
Written proposals should be no longer than 2 sides of A4 and include: 
- A project overview detailing the planned activity for the sessions, the proposed 

structure and timeframe and how the project will achieve the aims and outcomes as 
stated above 

- A budget for the sessions which demonstrates feasibility, value for money, and includes 
materials costs 

- An overview proposal for the sharing event at God’s House Tower - the final product 
we hope to be shaped by the participants.  

Please also include a short personal statement detailing relevant experience of previous 
community work in a creative arts setting.  

We are interested in hearing from creative practitioners and artists working in a wide 
range of disciplines. ‘a space’ arts recognises the positive value of diversity and promotes 
equality. We welcome and encourage applications from people of all backgrounds 
particularly from artists from ethnically diverse backgrounds and artists who identify as 
part of the LGBTQIA+ community.  



If you have any access needs please contact Hannah on the email above and we can 
discuss an alternative way for you to submit your application.  

Proposals can be submitted by individuals or artists working in collaboration to deliver the 
project within the fee stated above.  

Please send completed proposals to Hannah Preston hannah@aspacearts.org.uk by 
Monday 15 February. 

Selection Process 
‘a space’ arts will review the proposals and select three which will then be given to the 
Breakout Youth group to vote on. Initial selection will be made based on ability to 
demonstrate: 
- Deliverable and engaging activities which are flexible in their delivery and can be 

delivered safely in person or online 
- Relevance to the group in the context of LGBTQIA+ history or stories 
- Value for money with achievable outcomes 
- Room for co-creation and development with the participants 
- Understanding of GHT’s overall project aims 

mailto:hannah@aspacearts.org.uk

